Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
06 July 2025

Sentence

The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; ask therefore the
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Luke
10.2

Collect

God of the covenant,

in our baptism

you called us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom:

give us courage,

as you gave it to the apostles,

that we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in every
circumstance of life;

in the name of Jesus Christ our Redeemer,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

1st Reading
1 Chronicles 29.10-18

10 David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly,
saying, “Praise be to you, LORD, the God of our father Israel, from
everlasting to everlasting.

11 Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and
the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is
yours. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over
all.

12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all
things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give
strength to all.

13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious
name.
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14 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able
to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we
have given you only what comes from your hand.

15 We are foreigners and strangers in your sight, as were all our
ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope.

16 LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for
building you a temple for your Holy Name comes from your hand,
and all of it belongs to you.

17 I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with
integrity. All these things I have given willingly and with honest
intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who
are here have given to you.

18 LORD, the God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep
these desires and thoughts in the hearts of your people forever, and
keep their hearts loyal to you.

Psalm

Psalm 112

1 Praise the LORD. Blessed are those who fear the LORD, who find
great delight in his commands.

2 Their children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the
upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness
endures forever,

4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for those who are
gracious and compassionate and righteous.

5 Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who
conduct their affairs with justice.

6 Surely the righteous will never be shaken; they will be
remembered forever.

7 They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are steadfast,
trusting in the LORD.

8 Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear; in the end they
will look in triumph on their foes.
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9 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, their
righteousness endures forever; their horn will be lifted high in
honor.

10 The wicked will see and be vexed, they will gnash their teeth
and waste away; the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.

2nd Reading
1 Timothy 6.17-19

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but
to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for
our enjoyment.

18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share.

19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the
life that is truly life.

Gospel
Luke 12.13-21

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.”

14 Jesus replied, “"Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter
between you?”

15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.”

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich
man yielded an abundant harvest.

17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store
my crops.’

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns
and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain.
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19 And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many
years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

20 “"But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for
yourself?’

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for
themselves but is not rich toward God.”
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