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A MESSAGE 
FROM REV’D JOAN

It’s hard to believe it’s been eight months since I 
began as parish priest here at St Luke’s. It’s gone 
so very quickly. You have all welcomed me so 
very much and I feel very much at home among 
you. 

2016 is shaping up to be an exciting year. This 
year is the fiftieth anniversary of St Luke’s. 
What a wonderful celebration to share together. 
On the weekend of the 15 and 16 October we 
will formally celebrate this event. On the 
Saturday afternoon there will be a welcome, 
meet and greet, and a chance to see former 
priests and parishioners. BCP evensong will 
conclude the day. This blast from the past will 
feature a small choir mustered from St Luke’s 
own people and will gather up our memories of 
the worship of yesteryear. Sunday morning will 
be a combined service with Bishop Tim Harris 
presiding. The focus will be looking toward the 
future, the next fifty years. Baptism and 
confirmation will be part of the day, and our 
Sudanese brothers and sisters will join us.

We look forward on 20 August to the parish 
consultation meeting. This will be an opportunity 
to identify some goals in mission and ministry to 
work towards. There are many things we do at St 
Luke’s to serve God and the community in which 
we live. The parish consultation and fiftieth 
anniversary together will help us to see where we 
have come from, where we are now, and where 
we want to go, by the grace of God.

We live in an uncertain world. So many terrible 
things seem to be happening around us. We can 
be left feeling disempowered in the face of it all. 
There is so much hostility and instability in the 
world, so many occasions when our prayers seem 
left unheard. It’s easy to lose sight of God in the 
midst of acts of terror and violence and the 
aftermath of despair and pain. Even in our own 
country we witness the poverty and ruin of so 
many people. 

How do we discern God’s will for us as a 
community of faith in this world, in Australia, in 
Modbury? This is a year when we reflect on the 
past and we look forward to the future. The 
fragmentation of the material world around us 
must draw us closer to God in faith, through 
Jesus Christ and in the power of the Spirit. 
People in our community need to know the 
church is there. They need to know we pray. 
They need to know we believe in the action of 
God. We have been commissioned to do God’s 
work, no matter that it seems the world is a mess. 
The labourers are few, but the harvest is always 
ready. And our words as we go on our way are to 
bring peace to every house, to enable all to see 
that the kingdom of God is near.

May God bless you and keep you in true life.

Reverend Joan Riley

Jesus said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.”
Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ Luke 10.2,5
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NEWS FROM THE WARDENS 
The year thus far has been very busy. We thank those 
who have given of their time in so many areas of our 
church life to ensure the smooth running of our 
parish.
• The sanctuary carpet has been replaced and 
looks great.
• The new tenants in the Rectory have now 
settled in after a few minor things that needed fixing. 
The wardens have met with the tenants who are keen 
to care for the house and surrounds and willing to do 
minor maintenance jobs for us. It is good to note they 
are looking after the property well.
• The Op Shop has upgraded its air conditioning 
with a new unit that will ensure that workers and 
customers are comfortable in all weathers.
• Our garage sale was a great success and well 
attended by our church members and wider 
community. Part of the money raised was allocated to 
the Brawn family fund.
• Under the guidance of Rev’d Joan we have 
established a Pastoral Care team who will visit 
parishioners regularly who are unable to come to 
church due to age or illness.
• We look forward to our Parish Consultation 
Day involving us all as we focus on the future 
outreach and life of our parish and community. 
This will be held on Saturday 20th August 
9.00am - 1.00pm.

• Our 50th Anniversary committee has met to 
prepare for the celebrations on  the 15th and 16th of 
October. 
Please let us know of any past parishioners you know 
who would look forward to the reunion and time of 
thanksgiving.

Margaret Curd, Colin Fidock [Wardens]

Parish Council 2016
John McIntosh
Helen Mayes
Mark Robjohns
Moira Somerton
Wendy Wake-Dyster (Treasurer)
Helen Wright

Margaret Curd (People’s Warden)
Colin Fidock (Priest’s Warden)
Rev’d Joan Riley (Parish Priest)
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
The children attend during term time. 
Attendance varies from a small group to a 
reasonably large group.

Sessions covered, so far this year include readings 
and stories from the seasons of Epiphany, Lent, 
Easter, Pentecost and Trinity.

We have welcomed Tessa to our team and we are 
particularly grateful for her added music 
contribution which the children love.

We are very thankful to Reverend Joan for her 
valuable input to this ministry. It is wonderful that 
the children are now participating in the service so 
enthusiastically and with growing confidence. The 
congregation also looks forward to the children’s 
contributions.
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SPOTLIGHT ON STEPHANIE SEXTON
WIFE, MOTHER AND SQUADRON LEADER

This is our Stephanie Sexton. We know she does the 
mothering part splendidly and I suspect the other two 
equally well.
Stephany was born in Tumby Bay; her parents 
were teachers so she had several homes and 
schools including Mindarie - Halidon, Quorn, Port 
Pirie and eventually Valley View. She continued 
with her education doing an ARTS Degree at 
Adelaide university.
Immediately she graduated she joined the Royal 
Australian Air Force as an Administration Officer 
and eventually became an Intelligence Officer in the 
Training School in 1996. Stephanie, as a single 
woman was deployed to Qutar and South East ASia 
for up to five months at a time. Being married is no 
guarantee that deployment cannot happen at any time,
Marriage to pilot Martin  in 2000 was folowed by the 
birth of their three children Daniel (10), Madelaine 
(8) and that dear little man Justin (6)years. Stephanie 
worked part time while the children were younger 
retuning to full time work in 2015. The Grandparents 
have been and are involved with minding the 
children.
Mistakenly I thought Intelligence was something to 
do with spies, undercover work, maybe even 
weapons. Stephanie quickly poured water on that 
notion and explained that she works on a computed 
receiving and sending information within the service 
and managing training flights.

After spending eight years in Sydney the family 
moved to Mawson Lakes and in 2011 began 
worshipping at St Lukes. Sport lovers the Sextons are 
 members of SACA, are Port Adelaide fans and 
follow cricket. Stephanie has a wide range of interests 
including playing tennis, reading fiction and fantasy, 
attending ASO performances and painting.
As Cicero said of life 
"The most fruitful of all the arts is the art of doing it 
well".
Stephanie is the 
personification of 
doing life well.

Ngaire Stichbury

 THE FRIDAY GROUP
The Friday Group meets in the Balcony Room 
at 2 pm on the second Friday of the month.
We offer a relaxed friendly environment with an 
opportunity to chat and get to know
one another over afternoon tea. 
So far this year our activities have been:-

February Meet Rev’d Joan Riley
March Make palm crosses with 

Margaret Palin
April Operation Christmas Child Boxes 

with Denise Robinson and 
Yvonne Brumley

May Guest Val Healey from TTG 
Uniting Church to talk about the 
TTG Christmas Tree Festival and 

how we can contribute to the Craft Stall.

At our June meeting we came up with ideas for the 
rest of the year and these included, a cooking
demonstration, a return visit from Rev’d Joan, a talk 
on Wills, Power of Attorney and Advance Care 
Directives and a speaker from the TTG Historical 
Society.  In July our focus will be on Operation 
Christmas Child and we are going to make up 
booklets to go into the boxes. 

The group has also made a commitment to support 
Schools Ministry by providing a stock of food items 
for Ailsa, the Pastoral Care Worker at Fairview Park 
Primary School, to give out to students
who arrive at school without their lunch.
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OUTREACH

Luke’s Op Shop continues to be an important part
of our outreach to the community.

Our overflow shed sells items of clothing for $1 
adults and 50c Children, allowing someone to be 
able to get a nice warm coat for $1 or 10 items of 
children’s clothing for $5. This area is very popular.
The main shop also keeps its prices low to appeal to 
most people.

With the recent installation of a new air conditioner 
the shop is a pleasant place to spend some time 
browsing the many varied items for sale.
We are also there to offer a friendly ear to 
customers over a cup of tea or coffee.

We also offer valuable work experience to 
volunteers trying to get into the workforce. 

The income from the Op Shop helps us to support 
some of the Anglican Church mission agencies and 
support 4 children through World Vision.

You can help support the Op Shop in several ways –

• By donating goods to sell
• Helping to sort donated goods
• Working in the Op Shop – half day, full day – 

weekly, monthly, the choice is yours.
• Promoting the shop to your friends and 

neighbours.

If you are able to help in any way speak to Colin, 
Thelma or Helen Mayes

Luke’s Op Shop
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RIDGEHAVEN AGED CARE –FRIENDSHIP GROUP

Debbie, Barb and Dany meet once a month for 
special sharing time with a group of aged care 
residents. Sessions include prayers, hymns, themes, 
activities and the occasional guest speaker.

Themes: 
February; Summer, 
March; St Patrick’s Day, 
April; beads, buttons and bows, 
May; Autumn, 
June – this year Yvonne [pictured with Eileen Paull] 
talked about the Samaritan boxes, showed us an 
assortment of items to include and also a very 
moving DVD was shown.
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OUTREACH
Anglicare - Elizabeth Mission

The Big Basket this 
is for the donations 
of non- perishable 
items for emergency 
relief for Anglicare 
and here at St. 
Luke’s.
 During winter we 
have been 
concentrating on 
cans of soup by 
making a food trail 
around the wall.  
These are gathered 

up every couple of weeks ready to be distributed.
We keep some hampers already made up in the Op 
Shop as we often receive requests for assistance. 
The balance is then packed up ready for Anglicare 
Elizabeth drivers to collect each week.
Over the years while I was collecting bread from 
Bakers Delight for Elizabeth Mission I would 
wonder what happened to the large amounts of 
bread (quite often 10 garbage bags full) when it got 
taken to 
Elizabeth Mission so David and I decided to visit 
them last week.

It was a cold wet day and I was surprised by the 
number of people there. We were shown around by 
Liz who was very friendly and kept thanking us for 
our donations which are very welcome.

The Food Barn is a Café which serves free morning 
tea and lunches on Mondays to Fridays every week. 
The meals are cooked by volunteers using fresh 
ingredients including lots of vegetables and fruit.
The vegetables and fruit are picked up by Second 
Bite from Coles Supermarkets along with bread 
from Bakers Delight though they usually have to 
purchase meat. 
This café is open to anyone in the community who 
needs something to eat and you do not need to 
produce any identification. Liz said they do not 
advertise the café as word of mouth soon gets 
spread around. Mondays are always very busy as 
some people have not eaten for the whole weekend. 

While we were there people were having morning 
tea and seemed to be enjoying the socialising as 
well as the food.

When people need emergency assistance with food 
an appointment is made with a counsellor that day 
who will give them some guidance and work out 
what their immediate needs are and they are then 
given a voucher to spend in the Food Hub. The 
Food Hub is set up like a shop but with very low 
prices so the client is able to go and choose the food 
they want to the value of the voucher. Fruit and 
Vegetables are free but need to be weighed as there 
are limits applied. They have found that by using 
this method the people are able to choose what their 
family would like and it cuts down on wastage.  
This is where our donations go.       I asked Liz if 
there were any particular items they needed and she 
mentioned that toiletries, shampoos, nappies, baby 
formula are usually in short supply.

Other services that are offered at Elizabeth are 
Personal Helpers & Mentors Program supporting 
people who have been affected by mental illness, 
Free Legal Advice  offered on alternate Mondays 
3-5pm by appointment, Financial Counselling, Nil 
Interest Loans for household items and furniture, 
some medical and dental services, educational 
essentials such as laptops.

Toni Owen
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OUTREACH
HOMES TO GROW 

a message from Masiphumelel

Dear Colin and the people of St Lukes,

Yes, all is well here, and I hope for you too.  We are 
so grateful for your continuing interest in our 
project and our children
God continues to bless the St Francis Outreach 
Trust in Masiphumelele.  The second home now 
also has its full quota of children with the arrival of 
Uzu, an 11-year-old girl.  She comes home for 
weekends as she is a weekly boarder at the school 
for the deaf in Hout Bay.  She has two hearing aids, 
lip-reads English and speaks clearly.  She is a joy to 
have around.  This brings the total number of 
children in our care to 12.  

Five of our children are not in the local school, 
which faces many challenges because of over-
crowding and poor facilities.  This gives them much 
better opportunities, for example, to learn English.  
However, it also complicates life, and it was with 
deep relief and gratitude that we received a school 
bus from the Campbell Family Foundation.  Now 
we have our own driver, Mpho, who ferries them to 
school and home, saving the children a lot of time 
that they would otherwise have spent waiting for 
taxis.  

The two wonderful mothers are very well, and we 
have appointed an assistant who relieves them on 
their weekends off.  The other exciting new 
appointment is of the children's very own teacher, 
Kurt, who is there almost every afternoon.  His 
main task is to boost their levels of English, but he 
also assists with homework and does remedial 
teaching.  Soon we hope to have a new classroom at 
the back of Joyce's house, to accommodate them 
properly.

Our children continue to flourish in spite of their 
physical and emotional scars, which receive 
constant attention.  God bless you all for caring and 
for your active participation in this miracle.

Our love to you all. 
Melanie,  Trustee:SFOT

Children listening to the stories in church

3 of Emily’s children with hand made garments 
sent from Australia

Playing
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NEWS FROM SCHOOLS MINISTRY TEA TREE GULLY

We are currently supporting 13 Pastoral Care 
Workers in 14 schools in the TTG area.
During schools ministry week a group of ladies 
from St Luke’s provided a morning tea
for the staff at our link school, Fairview Park 
Primary. This was very well received and
Jeni’s fruit cake was a standout!  

A big thank you to our ‘knitters’; we have recently 
provided more teddies and balls to the 
PCWs who give them to children who are in need 
of comforting. The teddies are also 
popping up  in school sickrooms. If you would like 
to join the ‘knitters’ speak to me.

June Hindmarch 

Some of the Teddies

UPCOMING EVENTS
Parish  Conference 

and Consultative Day
Saturday 20th August  9.00am -1.00pm

    

This is an important event in the life of the Parish 
and will be facilitated by Peter Burke from 
Anglicare.

It is an opportunity for all to consider the future 
directions of St. Luke’s. As we celebrate our fiftieth 
anniversary and what has been achieved we now 
need to set directions for the next 50 years.

Please make a date in your diary to attend this 
important occasion.

FAREWELL TO ARCHBISHOP 
JEFFREY DRIVER AND LINDY

All parishioners of the Diocese are invited to an 
open house at Bishops Court on Saturday August 
6th from 11am to 4pm to farewell Archbishop 
Jeffrey Driver and Mrs Lindy Driver.

The Archbishop’s final service and laying up of 
the Pastoral Staff will be at St. Peter’s Cathedral 
on Friday 19th August at 7pm. The congregation 
is asked to be seated by 6.45pm

The Archbishop has requested that in lieu of a 
gift, donations can be made to the fund that 
supports the development and operation of the 
Primary Health Clinic in Bor, South Sudan.
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Christmas Tree Festival

This is a bi-annual event and the main fund-raiser 
for Schools Ministry in the Tea Tree Gully area.
We support Pastoral Care Workers in 13 schools 
and the Christian Options Programme.
The Festival will be held at the TTG Uniting 
Church 592-600 Milne Road, Banksia Park and we 
would like you to put the dates in your diaries now 
to ensure your support for this event. 
This year St Luke’s has offered to assist with: 
• the cake and biscuit stall on the first day 
• afternoon tea on the Saturday afternoon
• the plant stall
• lunches 
and we are already making items for the craft stall.

THURSDAY 24th – FRIDAY 25th – SATURDAY 26th NOVEMBER

The theme this year is ‘Christ makes all things new’ 
and there will be an emphasis on using recycling 
materials for the Christmas Trees. We have a plan 
for our tree and hopefully there will be one from
the children as well. For further information and 
offers of help please ring
Denise Robinson 8251 1748    or      
June Hindmarch 8251 2707

Blankets for Anglicare
Knitted Squares

Can you knit and want something to do with your 
spare time. Squares are needed to be made up into 
blankets for Anglicare. Help with knitting squares 
would be appreciated.
You need 8ply wool or acrylic yarn and size 8 or 
4mm knitting needles. Cast on 40 stitches and knit 
in garter stitch until work measures 8 inches or 
20cm. These can be plain or multi coloured. 
Alternatively a long strip can be knitted measuring 
72 inches or 160cm.
These blankets are very much appreciated by those 
in less fortunate circumstances especially in this 
cold weather.
Any spare wool no matter how small the ball can be 
given to or left marked for Yvonne Brumley.

Many thanks to those who already knit squares.
This is an all year project.
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Twenty three people, twenty one from St. Luke’s, 
including two children and two friends gathered for 
lunch on Friday the 24th of June at the Bombay 
Bicycle Club on Torrens Road.

There was not a bicycle to be seen, however in the 
lower car park there was a wall sculpture depicting 
the Bicycle theme. The Bombay Bicycle Club is a 
fascinating place with heavy wooden pillars, doors 
covered in metal studs and wall sculptures 
depicting Indian life and beliefs. We had lunch 
under a huge painting featuring the glory days of 
the Raj complete with elephants with important 
passengers on board, buildings and the ordinary 
people.

BOMBAY 
BICYCLE CLUB

LUNCHEON

Most people ordered from the Seniors 
Menu which featured a variety of meals 
offered at $13.50 with cake and coffee to 
follow. A luncheon, very adequate and 
delicious in an interesting venue-so 
enjoyable, and in such good company.

Ngaire Stichbury

Editors note: Ngaire being a lady you probably missed the front bar. If you look up you can see several 
bicycles hanging from the ceiling.
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CITY OF ADELAIDE CLIPPER SHIP TOUR 
24th February 2016

Twenty one history buffs, comprising half from St 
Lukes and half from the University of the third age 
membership plus friends of friends, took advantage 
of the tour. Lionel, a long time guide took us 
around the outside of the ship pointing out aspects 
of the construction and then we visited one of 
the three decks. The ship was built and made her 
maiden voyage to South Australia in 1864, the 
journey took 93 days. There were 67 souls on board 
plus 100 tons of coal and 11300 general goods 
items.
The huge, hand hewn, teakwood planks used in the 
construction of the ship were  fashioned by men 
weilding an adze and part of the sealant between the 
planks was horsehair. The ship had two accidents 
on the 23 visits to South australia, she ran aground 
in  St Vincents Gulf on Kirkaldy Beach near 
Grange in 1874 and the original rudder was lost 80 
miles south of Kangaroo Island in 1877. The grey 
ironbark replacement rudder is displayed at the rear 
of the ship.
Although pretty much a wreck which has been 
submerged twice the picture gallery on board 
shows the ship has offered comfort which one 
would not have expected. There will eventually be a 
permanent site for the clipper ship half of which 
will be restored to it's former glory and half left as 
is to provide a museum contrast. 
The City of Adelaide clipper ship has had a rich and 
varied history, service as a collier, a hospital ship, 
an isolation hospital for sufferers of smallpox, 
typhoid and scarlet fever, a Naval training ship and 
a floating clubhouse until 1990. 

Restoration was commenced in 1993 in Scotland 
but sadly was abandoned.

The luncheon at the Lighthouse Wharf Hotel was 
delicious. 

One of the U3A  ladies had her child baptised at St 
Luke's  I will invite her to bring that child to join 
our children's church.

Ngaire Stichbury

Thank you Ngaire for organising these interesting 
social occasions.
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Early in 1965 the then Priest of Tea 
Tree Gully Rev’d Bill West 
suggested that the people from the 
Modbury area might like to 
worship in his home on Sundays. 
His home was where the Plaza is 
now.

The area was starting to spread and 
the small congregation was slowly 
beginning to grow.  On the 1st May 
1966 it was decided that we could 
be recognised as a New Church in 
the Mission District of Tea Tree 
Gully. This of course gave us some 
responsibility such as contributing 
to the costs of being a church.

Even though we were small in 
numbers the enthusiasm was 
tremendous. We had progressive 
dinners, fetes, cake stalls, fashion 
parades etc, all working together to 
get a building of our own in 
Modbury. 

We outgrew the room at the 
Rectory and were able to rent the 
supper room at the Civic Centre for 
our Sunday Services. This was 
situated where Tea Tree Plus now 
stands. It gave us more room but 
created a lot of preparation usually 
having to clean it from the 
functions the night before, set up 
the chairs and altar and bring in the 
organ. They were happy days and 
with the encouragement of Yvonne 

& Sid Hoad and Geoff & Berrie Skein 
and many others the foundations for 
the future of St. Lukes were 
established.

As you can see above we are 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of 
our Parish on Saturday the 15th and 
Sunday 16th October so please save 
those dates as we would love to see 
you all there.

On Saturday afternoon we will have a 
tea, coffee, wine and cheese get 
together at 2.30. We will be inviting 
previous Priests and previous members 
of the congrgation. It will be a time to 
renew acquaintances, and hopefully 
the previous Priests will share 
reminiscences of their time at 
Modbury. The afternoon will conclude 
with a Sung Evensong at 5.00pm.

On Sunday there will only be one 
service, a Sung Eucharist. The 
Sudanese Congregation will be asked 
to sing for us and the children
-our future- will take some part.

The Eucharist will be followed by a 
luncheon.

We will release the Parish Recipe 
Book this weekend.

More information will follow over the  
next couple of months. 
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Start by 

doing 

what's 

necessary; 

then do 

what's 

possible; 

and 

suddenly 

you are 

doing the 

impossible. 

Francis of  Assisi


