July 16th 2023
Collect

Bountiful God,

we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word:

by your Holy Spirit,

help us to receive it with joy, and to live according to it,
that we may grow in faith and hope and love;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

1st Reading
Isaiah 28:16-19

16 So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, | lay a stone in
Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;
the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic.

17 I will make justice the measuring line and righteousness the
plumb line; hail will sweep away your refuge, the lie, and water will
overflow your hiding place.

18 Your covenant with death will be annulled; your agreement with
the realm of the dead will not stand. When the overwhelming
scourge sweeps by, you will be beaten down by it.

19 As often as it comes it will carry you away; morning after
morning, by day and by night, it will sweep through.” The
understanding of this message will bring sheer terror.

Psalm

Psalm 119:105-112

105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.

106 | have taken an oath and confirmed it, that | will follow your
righteous laws.

107 | have suffered much; preserve my life, LORD, according to
your word.
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108 Accept, LORD, the willing praise of my mouth, and teach me
your laws.

109 Though | constantly take my life in my hands, | will not forget
your law.

110 The wicked have set a snare for me, but | have not strayed
from your precepts.

111 Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my
heart.

112 My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end.

2nd Reading
Romans 10:1-17

1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the
Israelites is that they may be saved.

2 For | can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but
their zeal is not based on knowledge.

3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.

4 Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes.

5 Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law:
“The person who does these things will live by them.”

6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
down)

7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead).

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth
and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we
proclaim:

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it
is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be
put to shame.”
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12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him,

13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?

15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah
says, “Lord, who has believed our message?”

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the
message is heard through the word about Christ.

Gospel

John 14:1-14
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God ; believe
also in me.
2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would |
have told you that | am going there to prepare a place for you?
3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where | am.
4 You know the way to the place where | am going.”
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going,
so how can we know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.
7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now
on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for
us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
10 Don’t you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is
in me? The words | say to you | do not speak on my own authority.
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.
11 Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is
in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.
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12 Very truly | tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works |
have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these,
because | am going to the Father.

13 And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son.

14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.
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