
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Collect 

Faithful God, 
 you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses: 
 grant that we, 
 encouraged by the example of your servant Francis, 
 may persevere in running the race that is set before us, 
 until at last with him/her we may attain to your eternal joy; 
 through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

1st Reading 

Geneses 1:1-26 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the 
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 
darkness.

5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And 
there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate 
water from water.”

7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from 
the water above it. And it was so.

8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, 
and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.

10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called 
“seas.” And God saw that it was good.

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing 
plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to 
their various kinds.” And it was so.
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12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to 
their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their 
kinds. And God saw that it was good.

13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate 
the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred 
times, and days and years,

15 and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the 
earth.” And it was so.

16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and 
the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.

17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth,

18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. 
And God saw that it was good.

19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.”

21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing 
with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good.

22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and 
fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.”

23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to 
their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and 
the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so.

25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock 
according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the 
ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, 
so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, 
over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.” 

Psalm 

Psalm 67 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on 
us—
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2 so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all 
nations.

3 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.

4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with 
equity and guide the nations of the earth.

5 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.

6 The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.

7 May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.


2nd Reading 

Romans 8:18-23 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us.

19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to 
be revealed.

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, 
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope

21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay 
and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth right up to the present time.

23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the 
redemption of our bodies.


Gospel 
Luke 4:14-20 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about 
him spread through the whole countryside.

15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read,

17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, 
he found the place where it is written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free,
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19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.
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