EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Collect
O God,
you have made heaven and earth and all that is good:
help us to delight in simple things
and to rejoice always in the richness of your bounty;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, w
ho lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Reading
Micah 6:6-8
6 With what shall I come before the LORDand bow down before the
exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt o erings, with calves a
year old?

7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with
ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I o er my rstborn for
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
Psalm
Psalm 10
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1 Why, LORD, do you stand far o ? Why do you hide yourself in times
of trouble?
2 In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who are
caught in the schemes he devises.
3 He boasts about the cravings of his heart; he blesses the greedy and
reviles the LORD.

4 In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his thoughts
there is no room for God.
5 His ways are always prosperous; your laws are rejected by him; he
sneers at all his enemies.
6 He says to himself, “Nothing will ever shake me.” He swears, “No one
will ever do me harm.”
7 His mouth is full of lies and threats; trouble and evil are under his
tongue.
8 He lies in wait near the villages; from ambush he murders the
innocent. His eyes watch in secret for his victims;
9 like a lion in cover he lies in wait. He lies in wait to catch the helpless;
he catches the helpless and drags them o in his net.
10 His victims are crushed, they collapse; they fall under his strength.
11 He says to himself, “God will never notice; he covers his face and
never sees.”
12 Arise, LORD! Lift up your hand, O God. Do not forget the helpless.
13 Why does the wicked man revile God? Why does he say to himself,
“He won’t call me to account”?
14 But you, God, see the trouble of the a icted; you consider their grief
and take it in hand. The victims commit themselves to you; you are the
helper of the fatherless.
15 Break the arm of the wicked man; call the evildoer to account for his
wickedness that would not otherwise be found out.
16 The LORD is King for ever and ever; the nations will perish from his
land.
17 You, LORD, hear the desire of the a icted; you encourage them,
and you listen to their cry,
18 defending the fatherless and the oppressed, so that mere earthly
mortals will never again strike terror.

2nd Reading
James 2:14-18
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14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.
16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,”
but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?
17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is
dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your
faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.

Gospel
Matthew 25:31-46
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31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, he will sit on his glorious throne.
32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats.
33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for
you since the creation of the world.
35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in,
36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?
38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you?
39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal re prepared for the devil and his angels.
42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink,
43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look
after me.’
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help
you?’
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the
least of these, you did not do for me.’

46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to
eternal life.”

